Think Globally, Act Locally

Fall 2005 Exam Review Sheet 

Define economic justice.

Define State, Economy/Market, Civil Society.  What differentiates one sector from the other?  Where/how do they overlap/interact?

Use Venn diagrams here (the circles) of varying sizes and degrees of overlap to map how their relationship has changed over time in the US from the founding to the present.

Describe the evolution of the US economy from the founding to the present.   Describe also how the evolution of the economy shaped civic engagement.  In each era, who participated and how?

What are the most significant changes in the US economy attributable to globalization?

How have these changes affected on American politics and civic life?

What changes in American civic and political life are noted by Robert Putnam in Bowling Alone?  Why is Putnam alarmed by these changes?

Define social capital

Why does Putnam think the US’s stock of social capital is declining?

Which factors seem most significant to you?

Are Bornstein’s argument and Putnam’s argument in tension with one another?  How do we explain the decline in social capital and the concomitant rise of the third sector (civic sector)?

What factors are driving the growth of the third sector (professionalized, institutionalized civil society)?

What, according to Kunstler, has been driving the way Americans live, work, participate in civic life since the 1950s?  

How are these going to change over the course of your lifetime?

List the jobs that Barbara Ehrenreich performed in Nickeled and Dimed.  

Are the work conditions and wages that workers earn in these jobs economically just?  Why or why not?  

How could we make the work regimes described by Ehrenreich more just?

How do service sector work regimes affect people’s political participation, ability to engage in civic life?  

What are the economic interests of service sector employees?  

Do they act on the basis of these interests in the polity?  Why or why not?

According to Derber, what is wrong with globalization as it is currently playing out?

How does Derber think globalization needs to be recast?

What institutions need to be built in order to craft the “global new deal” Derber describes?

