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Wall Street Essay

Write a short (2-3 page, typed, double-spaced) essay in which you relate concepts discussed in Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics to events and characters in the Oliver Stone film, Wall Street.  (Wall Street can be rented or purchased at most video stores like Blockbuster or Hollywood video.  I have also placed a copy on reserve in the library.)  Your essay needs to be well organized and clearly written.  Make sure you cite evidence/examples for your points.  Write an essay; don’t just submit a “laundry list” of questions and answers.  Use the essay as an opportunity to show me how much you understand about Aristotle and virtue ethics.  This essay will be used as the basis of classroom discussion so although it is due at 5pm, you should bring a copy to class.  In your essay you might address some of the following issues:

· What characters in the film provide potential models of virtue (remember that virtue means “excellence”) for Bud Fox?  

· What virtues do each character (e.g., Bud, Bud’s father, Gordon) exhibit?  Give examples.

· To what extent (if at all) does the culture of Wall Street (or a money-based culture) tend to make a conflict of virtues inevitable?

· What are the major choices that Bud faces?

· How does Bud evaluate those choices?

· Does Bud learn wisdom in the end?

· Does Bud do the right thing at the various points at which he has to make a decision?  (Make sure that you provide arguments for your point.)

· On what basis does Bud make his various decisions?

· The SEC agent says toward the end of the film that Bud made the right choice.  Did he?

· Explain and give an example of the role that habit plays in the development of character.

· Gordon Gekko makes an argument (to the shareholders of a paper company) to the effect that “greed is good”.  He makes some pretty good points.  Critically evaluate his argument.  (That is, respond to what he says, positively or negatively, providing arguments of your own.)
